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company began to assemble at the President's; It was
more numerous than I have before marked it, enlivened
too by the presence of between 40 and 50 ladles clothed
in their best attire, cakes, punch, wine &c in profusion.
After partaking of these mingled pleasures the company
separated about 2, and at 3, the greater part assembled at
Stille's to the number of near 100. Before dinner I had
the honor of reading the declaration of independence;
pleased as I was with the distinction I confess I was not
sorry when It was over, not having been perfectly well for
a few days I was not without some apprehension of being
unable to perform the duty with decency, and tho' I did.
not have the ambition to be eloquent, yet I felt anxious to
escape the implication of inability. As it happened, how-
ever, the reading went off very well, and I was compli-
mented for the precision and spirit with which It was deld.
and I was pleased with learning that not a word was
missed in the utmost parts of the room. Margaret, there
Is no person on earth but yourself to whom I cd. speak so
frankly. Receive this very openness as a coincidence of
my unbounded confidence, confidence which nothing but
love and esteem strong as my heart entertains for its best
heaven, could inspire. At dinner our toasts were politics,
our songs convivial. At nine I left the company, part of
which remained, I believe, till day light. Mr. Granger
spoke to me of having seen you, without knowing you as
Mrs. S. thoj he was sure he had before seen you. I often
dwell on the happiness I shall derive from Julia on your
return, the novelty of which will render it Irresistibly cap-
tivating. A few months must have given her a new exis-
tence, and widened the budding powers of her heart and
mind a thousand times more interesting. When we do
meet again, my dearest wife, we shall indeed be happy.

Farewell.w were able men and
